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 Nov Checklist: 
 

  1. Name tag 
  2. Food Bank donations 
  3. BOM blocks 
  4. Charms for exchange 
  5. show and tell   

    

      THIS MONTH:     

  Debbie Kratoval: 
  

  Short Cuts From  
  a Short Woman 

THE 

LEBANON 

QUILTERS 

GUILD  

NEWSLETTER 

 Submit all articles  
 and announcements  
    by the 15th of  
      each month. 
   Next deadline: 
     

     November 15th 

Rosemary Stieg, Editor 
stiegpd@comcast.net 

Greetings  Quilting Friends 
  

How can it possibly be November? Our wonderful fall month will 
soon be a thing of the past. Soon we will all be wearing winter 

coats and counting the months until Spring. 
  

I am very much looking forward to this month’s speaker. Her program, 
Shortcuts  From a Short Woman, sounds like it will be lots of fun and very 
informative.  The workshop on Tuesday (thanks for signing up) will be the 
Seven Sisters table runner. I hope I have all of my colors selected by then. 
Don't forget that our workshop will be held in the basement of: 
Grace United Christian Church at 1000 South 5th Avenue.  
The doors will open at 8:30 for set up. 
  

November is also Food Bank donation month. I will have my car ( red Nissan 
Rogue) in the main parking lot with the back open.  Please deposit your dona-
tion there. Let's make sure every family in Lebanon County has a great 
Thanksgiving. 
  

November also brings us our fantastic quilt show. Have you signed up to vol-
unteer? Maureen and Amy and their chairmen have worked long and hard to 
organize the show. Show your support by donating an hour or two of your 
time. 
  

A special thanks goes to the following - Brab Latz and Susan Dysinger for 
serving as greeters in October.  To Susan Kemmerer for organizing a great 
workshop for members. and Claudia Lawrence for the Bundles for Babies 
project. I cannot think of a better way to donate our time and talent.  
  

See you all in November......Donna 

       November  
      Greeters: 
  

     Louise Bell (F) 
  Laura Stephens (B) 

It’s November. Do you remember your parents wearing poppies for 
Armistice Day? As a child, I certainly remember my parents (and 
myself when I was old enough) wearing a poppy on their coat. That 
tradition seems to have sadly gone by the wayside.  

 

The remembrance poppy is an artificial flower, which has been used 
since 1921 to commemorate military personnel who have died in 
war, and represents a common or field poppy. Inspired by the 
World War I poem "In Flanders Fields", they were first adopted 
by the American Legion to commemorate American soldiers killed in 
that war (1914–1918). They were then adopted by military veter-
ans' groups in parts of the former British Empire: the United Kingdom, Canada, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. Today, they are most common in the UK and Canada, and are 
used to commemorate their servicemen and women killed in all conflicts since 1914. 
There, small artificial poppies are often worn on clothing leading up to Remembrance 
Day/Armistice Day (November 11th). Poppy wreaths are also often laid at war memori-
als.  There is wonderful poppy fabric available. If you’ve a family that served our 
country, perhaps you will be inspired to make a poppy quilt. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artificial_flower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_Flanders_Fields
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Legion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veteran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veteran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remembrance_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remembrance_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armistice_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wreath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_memorial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_memorial
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                          Treasurer’s Report 
                By Gina L. Groff 
              September 30, 2016 
 

 Beginning Cash……………………$21,038.10 
Beginning ck balance……….... $9,445.72 
 
Income 
Memberships……………….…………….740.00 
Raffle Quilt……………….………....……152.00 
Vender deposits………..……..……… 530.00 
Ways & Means………………..….…….. 165.50 
Fall Retreat…………………...…………..500.00 
Fall Retreat(reimburment)…..(250.00) 
Workshop…………………………………...510.00 
                                              ————- 
Total Income……………….………..2,347.50 
 
Expenses 
Office supplies…………...……………....9.40  
Newsletter………………………...…..….. 17.39 
                                             ————- 
Total Expenses…………………………...26.79 
 
Ending Checking Balance…….11,766.43 
 
SAVINGS: 
Beginning balance…………………11,592.38 
Interest income……………...………….. 0.29 
Total Savings……………………..…11,592.67 
 
Total Ending Balance……….$23,359.10 
 
*NOTE: a $2.24 correction to the  
             August expense column:  
             newsletter $15.76 

The October meeting of the Lebanon Quilters Guild 
was called to order by President, Donna Sherk at 6:30 
PM. Two new members and one visitor were welcomed 
by the guild.  Rosemary Stieg announced that new mem-
ber packets will be given to all new guild members. 
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 All members were urged to out their phones on vi-
brate. 

 Members were informed that chances on the Purple 
Passion quilt cannot be sold after October 31. 

 A plea was made for more make & take kits for the 
November quilt show. 

 Members were reminded that donations for the 
food bank will be collected in November. Donna’s 
car will be in the main parking lot and donations can 
be placed in the car.  A list off wanted items can be 
found in the November newsletter. 

 Birthday fat quarter recipients were announced. 
It was announced that the Berks guild quilt sh 
will be held October 14-15. Members were asked 
to support the Berks guild. 

 The regular meeting of the guild board will be held 
on October 12th at 7:00 PM 

BLOCK OF THE MONTH – Twelve blocks were submit-
ted and the winner was Barb Martell. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT – The report was accepted as 
printed, Motion made and seconded by Kathy Foltz 
and Kay Houck 

TREASURER’S REPORT – The report was accepted as 
printed. Motion made and seconded by Vicki Nice 
and Pauline Charles. 

NOVEMBER WORKSHOP – Vice President, Sue 
Kemmerer reported that only a few members have 
signed up for the November workshop. The guild 
was told that if we do not fill the workshop (18) and 
it has to be cancelled, the program will also be can-
celled. Members were urged to sign up if interest-
ed.  If the guild in general is not interested in 
workshops of any kind, they should let us know. 

QUILT SHOW  
 1 .We have 96 entries at this time and we need    
         more. If entry sheets are turned in by 10/4 they 
         will be accepted. 
 2. Members were encouraged to sign up to help at  
          the show. 
 3. Items are needed for the following: make & take, 
         mug rugs and silent auction. 
 4. Gail Kessler and a quilt appraiser will be guest  
         speakers at the show. 
 5. Insurance for the show will be purchased for the 

show. 
 

Secretary’s Minutes  
      

 By Susan Commisso, acting secretary 

Cont on page 5 
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Community Service by Claudia Lawrence 

Charms by Sandy Walters 

                 Who isn’t hungry for a good sandwich?   
 

                    2016-2017 –   THE SANDWICH 
 
Nov -  PURPLE sliced onion           Mar -  GREEN lettuce 
Dec -  YELLOW peppers               Apr -  WHITE (on white) mayonaise 
Jan -   RED sliced tomato            May -  BLACK olives for garnish  
Feb -   PURPLE sliced onion    June - BLUEberry pie for dessert 

                  Dear Guild Members, 
                   

                                       Thank you for the wonderful baby quilts. After the meeting, I found 5 more quilts  
which I had been holding. This brings our total to 40 at this meeting. I know more will be made  
through the rest of the year. Our guests from the Pennsylvania National Guard were impressed  
and happy to receive them. 
  

Kay Houck is happily shopping for more fabric for pillow case kits. Check at the back table to  
return finished pillow cases to Kay.  
  

Over the winter we can continue to make quilts for Domestic Violence Intervention. 
 

In all our projects, you are not required to use any fabrics we provide. You are welcome to use your  
Fabrics and imaginations to thrill the children who receive them. 
 

Labels are available at our table or you can make your own.  
They should say, “Made Especially for you by the Lebanon Quilter Guild” 
  

Again, thank you for your generosity………...Claudia 

 
                THANKSGIVINEG BASKET OF PLENTY 
 

To celebrate the bounty of fabric available today in every color and style imagina-
ble,  November’s Raffle Basket is overflowing with traditional, reproduction & modern bun-
dles.  A wide assortment of fat quarters, remnants, samples, strips, layer cakes & charms, 
plus two Robert Kauffman “Sounds of the Woods” winter tree panels & coordinating samples 
will spark new ideas and enhance any stash.  
 

This month’s books also cover a range of styles from classic in “101 Fabulous Rotary-Cut 
Quilts” by Judy Hopkins & Nancy Martin, to scrappy in “Triple-Play Scrap Quilting, Planned,  
Coordinated & Make-Do Styles” by Nancy Allen, to modern improv in “Carefree Quilts, A 
Free-Style Twist on Classic Designs” by Joy-Lily.   
 

Bonus gifts include chocolate treats, embroidered canvas tote, one-template pattern for  
“Japanese Jigsaw” by Tracey Brookshier, and $10 Gift Certificate from In Stitches Quilt 
Shop, owned by members Denise Delp and partner, Jill Evans.  Use at the shop or visit their 
booth at the Guild Quilt Show. 
 

Tickets are $1 each or 6/$5, magazines are 4/$1, and Guild totes & pins are also available. 
 

Ways & Means Basket by Anne Annaboli 
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Debby Kratovil was Special Projects Editor with QUILT Magazine for 15 years, with 
over 600 articles published. In 2006 alone, she saw 54 of her quilts published, with an-
other dozen sewn for major fabric companies. She has seen 25 of her quilts make the 

cover of quilting magazines, with 9 covers in 2006 alone. As she says, "I sew for the camera, mak-
ing sure my quilts are very photogenic." She is a popular teacher both locally and nationally. 
 

Debby authored "Bold, Black & Beautiful Quilts" (AQS, 2004), 10 quilting calendars for Accord/
Andrews McMeel Publishing (2006 - 2014), a perpetual Quilter's Block-a-Day Calendar and compan-
ion CD by Martingale. Her second book, Supersize "Em Quilts, is filled with 22 projects to appeal 
to any quilter's discriminating taste. Debby is a prolific quilter, designer, and illustrator. Her most 
recent book, "Perfect Paper Pieced Points" is a wonderful treasure trove of eye-popping color and 
design. Best of all, she enjoys every minute of it. 
 

Currently she designs and sews quilts for 3 fabric companies and her quilts appear in a variety of 
magazines. She loves to travel and teach and working for the Original Sewing and Quilt Expo takes 
her to a dozen cities a year. 
 

Debby takes her wide range of quilting skills from a pile of fabric to a finished quilt, then to cre-
ating the patterns and professional illustrations print-ready. Debby likes to say, "I've never met a 
fabric I didn't like." One of her special talents is making a beautiful quilt using challenging fabric 
collections. She is on very good terms with her computer and computerized sewing machines, which 
enables her to take a project from start to finish quickly. 
 

Debby lives in Fairfax, Virginia with her husband Phil and dog Belle. She has 3 grown daughters  
and 3 awesome grandchildren! 
 
 

Monday, November 7th Lecture: Shortcuts from a Short Woman 
 
This is a trunk show bursting with tips, tricks, shortcuts and a variety of innovations that will  
satisfy any quilter. Debby demonstrates traditional blocks made with non-traditional methods.  With 25-35 
quilts she will show quick ways to create otherwise difficult blocks and finishing techniques: taking out the y
-seam on Lone Stars; no hand sewing of guilt labels, rod pockets and binding-no kidding!  Debby is the Queen 
of Tips and Tricks and loves to share these things to make your quilting life easier and more fun. 

Meet Our November Speaker: Debbie Kratoval 

NOVEMBER 8th WORKSHOP  with Debby Kratovil 
 

Thank you to all that signed up for  
   the workshop and made it fly! 
 

     Seven Sisters Table Topper 
   
  From Debby’s “turning 60” pattern series.   
Seven Sisters is a traditional block updated 
for easy construction. With no y-seams and 
quick cutting and piecing using a 60 degree  
ruler, all rotary -cut diamonds and triangles 
make this a fabulous, template free pattern.  
 

 This workshop will be held at: 
      The Grace United Church,  
      1000 South 5th Ave,  
      Lebanon, PA.   
 HOURS: 9 am to approximately 3 pm. 
 

Page 4 Patchwork Press 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE — Claudia Lawrence introduced representatives from the Pennsylvania 
National Guard and the Bundles for Babies program. They accepted 35 quilts made by guild 
members specifically for their program. A special thanks was given to Trih Geesaman and 
Kathy Chickey for the burp cloths they made. This program will continue to run until June. 

CHARMS - Sandy Walters showed a pattern that can be used with 5 inch charms.  Extra 
charms were won by Ann Reynolds, Debbi Newill, Pat Krall and Donna Martin. 

RAFFLE BASKET – Peg Over was the winner of the fall basket. 
PROGRAM – Vice President, Sue Kemmerer introduced Andrea Schnur who presented a trunk show 

of quilts using paper piecing.  Sue asked the guild if they would be interested in a retreat with 
Andrea. Interested members should contact Sue. 

Following our speaker a guild show and tell was held 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM 
 

Respectively Submitted,  Susan Commisso, Acting Secretary 

Secretary’s Minutes CONT. 

Please Note: all activities are optional   
 
1. COOKIE EXCHANGE: 
 

It has been a long tradition that Guild mem-
bers exchange cookies at the December 
meeting. If you would like to participate, 
please bring a container of cookies (about 4 
dozen or more) for the exchange. Everyone 
else will do the same. The most important 
part is to remember to bring an additional 
EMPTY container to collect your cookies 
from the other members. This is a fun ex-
change and everyone who participates goes 
home with an interesting variety of cookies 
for the holidays! (yum! yum!) 
  
2. GIFT EXCHANGE: 
 

If you would like to participate in the annual 
gift exchange (grab bag), please bring a new, 
quilted-related, wrapped gift. The gifts will 
be numbered when you leave them on the gift 
table in the back of the room. During the 
break, you will draw a number from a bag to 
claim your gift. Any quilt-related item is just 
fine. Books, fabric, tools, cards, etc - pretty 
much anything that you would like to receive 
yourself is acceptable.  NB: Be sure to put 
your name on your gift so the recipient can 
thank you. 

December Guild Activities 
3. ORNAMENT RAFFLE: 
 

The ornament exchange is a lot of fun.  
If you bring an quilt-related ornament,  
            you will go  home with a 
            quilt-related ornament.  
  

We organize a fun, hand-made (if possible) 
ornament exchange. It is very simple: If 
you bring a quilt-related ornament, you will 
go home  with an ornament.  Sounds like 
fun?   Bring an ornament and find out!!! 
  

NB: if you participate in this exchange, 
please put your name attached to your  
ornament so the winner will know who made 
their pretty  ornament. 
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Naturally we all want our blocks to come out to be the exact size that the pattern tells us they’ll be. 
And often they come up just a little short, or a lot short, or maybe kind of big….even though we cut 
everything out very carefully. If you know you cut your pieces accurately, the fault most likely lies in 
the guideline you are following to stitch your 1/4” seams. 
 

This method of finding the right guideline for you is one which has stood the test of time. Trudie 
Hughes, a quilt teacher and author of several quilting books, had us do this in her class, and I was 
quietly appalled to discover that the edge of the ¼” presser foot which I had been following for 17 
years was giving me a seam allowance wider than ¼”! Once I figured out what guideline I should use, I 
was amazed at how everything suddenly just fell into place and my blocks came out to be the right 
size. This is not to say that my blocks have always been perfect since then, particularly with the 
scrap quilts I make with many fabrics with different weights and thread counts, but most of the 
time they are the right size, and if they aren’t, they certainly are far closer than they used  
to be! 
 

This test is successful because it takes into account how you press your seams in addition to stitch-
ing them. It’s like a knitting gauge: everyone’s little 1” yarn square is a little different. So too, you 
may have a presser foot that is indeed an exact ¼”, but if you press your seams with steam and 
vengeance each time, your blocks may end up being larger than it should be. Or if you just finger 
press or lightly press, they may come out smaller. 
 

So here’s the test: 
 

1. Cut out 3 fabric strips 1½” x 4”.  
      (Actually, cut out several, in multiples of 3. This may take more than one try.) 
 

2. Sew the three strips together on their long edges, making note of what guideline on your  
    machine you’re following – edge of a presser foot, edge of feed dogs, piece of masking tape, etc. 
 

3. Press the seams as you usually do, either open or to one side. 
 

4. Measure across the total width of the strip unit, perpendicular to the seams. 
 

5. If it measures exactly 3½” across, then your seam allowance is exactly ¼” and the guideline  
    you’re using is correct. Carry on as before and feel vindicated. 
 

6. If it is more than 3½”, your seam allowance is too narrow. 
 

7. If it is less than 3½”, your seam allowance is too wide. Remember that the thread is part of t 
    he seam allowance. 
 

If your strip unit is not exactly 3½”, take another set of 1½” x 4” strips and repeat the test, using 
something else as your guideline: a different presser foot, or maybe move your needle a titch to the 
right or left if your machine will allow it, or lay in a piece of tape. 
 

Continue to repeat the test (it may require several attempts, which is what happened to me!) until 
you find a guideline which will give you a perfect ¼”, with the total width of the strip unit exactly 
3½”. 
 

A word to the wise: once you have found your guideline, make yourself use it consistently! I have 
taught quilting classes for 30 years, and I can’t tell you how many times students have determined 
what their guideline is – and then they either ignore it completely or return to whatever incorrect 
guideline they’ve been following for years. I find this to be both fascinating and baffling….. 
 

*Thanks to Jeanne Riley from the Red Rose Guild for sharing this information. 

Trudie Hughes’ ¼” Seam Test 

Patchwork Press 
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Know Your By-Laws by Rosemary Stieg 

Editor’s Note: These by-laws are brought to you by your Board who hopes that in these small  
increments, every guild member will familiarize themselves with the by-laws of this guild. 

ARTICLE III – BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SECTION 1:  Number and Term of Office 

Each elected member of the Board of Directors (“Directors”) shall serve at the pleasure 

of the members. The Board of Directors shall consist of the President, Vice President, Sec-

retary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, Member-at-Large, and the Chairpersons of 

all standing committees. The President, Vice President, Secretary, Corresponding Secre-

tary, Treasurer and the Member-at-Large shall be elected annually by the general mem-

bership of the Guild by a majority vote. The Chairpersons of all the committees serve on 

the Board at the request of the President. The immediate Past President shall serve in an 

ex-officio capacity.  
Editor’s Note: Self-explanatory and clearly written. 

 
SECTION 2:  Organization 

At every meeting of the Board of Directors, the President shall preside and the Secretary 

shall act as Secretary. If the President is not present, the Vice President shall preside. If 

the President, Vice President, or Secretary is not present, a representative chosen by a 

majority of the Board of Directors present shall act in their stead. 
Editor’s Note: these by-laws are pretty straight-forward with the rules spelled out clearly for the Board to 
follow. 

Nov 11, 12, 13, 2016 
      WHAT: Lebanon Quilters Guild Quilt Show 
            WHERE: Lebanon Area Fairgrounds 
            HOURS:     Friday 10pm to 6pm 
                          Saturday 10am to 4pm 
                             Sunday 10am to 4pm 
               COST:   $8.00, 10 and under: free, $1.00 off admission price with flyer 
                             Guild members are free with current membership card 
    MORE INFO:  Amy Wissinger (717) 679-5522  rosewiss@yahoo.com  
                            Maureen Light (717) 273-6357  molight@gmail.com  

December BOM by Debbie Newill 

Please use a cream colored background and  
       Christmas fabrics for the star. 
  

http://www.quilterscache.com/W/WyomingValleyBlock.html 
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This is a great tutorial. They suggest using this pat-
tern for a graduate in their school colors. How much 
fun would that be? And so quick and easy too. 
     http://www.patchworktimes.com/2013/04/04/ 
     chevron-quilt-part-2/ 

 

 Officers/Committees 2016—2017 
 

President………………Donna Sherk………….…..277-5701 
Vice Pres……...……...Sue Kemmerer……..…...533-9193 
Secretary…………….Susan  Mechura……......273-7507 
Treasurer…………....Gina Groff………………....383-1807  
Cor. Sec…………….... Louise Bell………………...867-4295   
MAL……………………...Pauline Charles…….......450-3458  
****************************************** 
Communication……Rosemary Stieg………….273-7737 
       Web Site…….Kathy Shaheen……….…..926-2627  
Com. Service…......Claudia Lawrence………..273-1461 
Historian……………..Rosemary Stieg….……...273-7737 
Hospitality…………..Kay Houck…………………...866-1497 
Membership………..Sue Bechtel………………...898-9651  
Programs……………..Sue Kemmerer…………….533-9193 
        Charms………..Sandy Walters…………...533-2108  
        Fabric/Ex…..JoLynn Brummer…….….867-4704 
        BOM…………….Debbie Newill……………..372-6624 
Quilt Show………….Amy Wissinger……….…..679-5522 
                            Maureen Light….………...273-6357 
Raffle Quilt………..Tracy Hoy…………………….272-6542 
Retreat Fall………..Christenna Stamm……..273-8374 
Retreat Spring…..Ann Davis……………………..273-2464 
Sit-&-Sews………….Ann Davis…………………….273-2464 
Ways & Means…...Anne Annabali………....….964-3584  


